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Aims of the Parish Council 

 

To be a strong voice for residents and local businesses in Cranford, working 

to improve the overall village area, both built and natural. 

To provide effective and accountable local government for the parish 

enabling residents to be involved in the life of the community and its future 

development 

All the elected Parish Councillors are volunteers 

There is currently a vacancy on the Parish Council- see overleaf 

 

All residents are welcome to attend the 

Annual Parish Meeting- 

7pm Wednesday 11th May 2016 at  

Cranford Memorial Hall 

 

Followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Council 



 
 

1 ALL CHANGE AT THE COUNCIL….. 

 

In May 2015, Cranford was one of only three Parish Councils to have a 

contested election, we were delighted that residents could have a choice of 

councilors, and thanks to the eight who stood. 

Four new members were elected- bringing new skills and experience.  

Vice Chair (2011-2015) Brian Duffy resigned in December due to moving away, 

leaving a vacancy that has been advertised (March). We are keen to fill the 

advertised post as soon as possible, given our current workload. Brian 

performed many essential duties, including basic maintenance work around 

the village (saving the council money!) and along with many others, helped to 

see Jubilee Gardens completed and maintained. Along with Peter we will miss 

Brian’s work adjusting Cranford St Andrew’s clock, (new volunteers are 

welcome). 

Peter Quincy-Clerk, retired in December 2015 after over 16 years work with 

Cranford Parish Council. The Parish Council would like to thank Peter for his 

loyal and dedicated work, in a village which both Peter and his wife Rosemary 

have had strong family links with for many years. Peters help and advice have 

been of huge value to this and preceding parish councils.  We wish Peter and 

Rosemary well in their retirement. 

September 2015, we appointed a new parish clerk, Ms Claire Tilley.  Claire fully 

took over duties in January 2016, after a three month transition period working 

alongside Peter.  

 

 

 



 
 

2 KETTERING EAST- ‘HANWOOD 

PARK’  

When will it start???    Now scheduled for Spring 

2016 

 Anglian Water building a new mains sewer across the fields to 

Blackbridge -under the A14 to Burton Latimer- to Broadholme sewage 

works in the Nene Valley.  

 Road works commencing on the A14 at junction 10, probably leading 

to increased traffic levels along Cranford Road through High Street 

Cranford to junction 11. Roadworks will extend to the junction of 

Barton Road/Warkton Lane, the eastern end of Deeble road and 

Cranford road junction.  

 Housing starts will commence at three locations, with Deeble road 

being most likely the first location.  

 

Kettering East will continue to be a focus for our workload, as Developers 

continue to submit planning variations to Kettering Borough Council.  Many 

have involved the downgrading of sustainable building design codes, 

sanctioned by national government in its attempt to encourage the building of 

more houses.  Each planning variation comes as part of a pack of information, 

which as a parish council we have to try to unpick, and takes up time which 

should be spent on other local matters. 

Kettering East Forum next meeting is now scheduled for mid-summer and 

Cranford Parish Council has always seen itself represented. We have lobbied 

for three main points. 

1. Traffic calming along High Street Cranford and Cranford Road. At the last 

Kettering East Meeting in January an estimate of 150 lorry movements per 

day was discussed.  In addition no controls exist for other delivery 

vehicles/construction workers, or traffic trying to avoid traffic congestion 

at junction 10 during its reconstruction. As a Parish Council in conjunction 

with Northamptonshire County Council we have developed and costed 



 
 

plans for a traffic calming scheme in High Street, designed to reduce the 

width of the High Street, improve off road parking for residents, provide a 

pedestrian crossing, and introduce tree planting to soften the landscape, 

and try to deter traffic using this route as a short cut to junction 11. Plans 

were ready for public consultation in autumn 2015, to be in place for 2016 

ahead of the construction phase. Costing £40 00, this scheme has the 

support of Kettering Borough Council, who have now taken on board the 

residents and Parish Council concerns about rising traffic levels and traffic 

speeds along the Cranford Road and High Street Cranford. Unfortunately 

at present monies cannot be accessed or assured from the Developers, 

therefore the whole scheme and work has now been put on hold. The 

inconvenience to residents will be considerable, and we will continue to 

lobby for the work to proceed.  

 

2. A campaign for advanced landscape works and tree planting prior to and 

during the construction phase, unfortunately once again we are told that 

money is unavailable. Forward planting will not only allay residents’ 

concerns, show a commitment to the local environment, and also make 

the resultant housing attractive to future residents. As a parish council we 

have worked on many attractive landscape schemes aimed at developing 

attractive landscape vistas using local knowledge.  Even though we have 

had no success to date we will continue to address this need. 

 

3. Proposed junction 10A.  The business case has now been agreed between 

KBC-Developers and the Government, with a completion date of between 

2019 and 2023. Despite our repeated requests, we are not party to what 

it involves. At its present location, a high level interchange junction 10a 

would dominate the local countryside and residential extension, and 

project noise and disruption into the village. The land contours all point to 

the technical feasibility of an underpass, which in our opinion is the best 

option. 

 We will continue to work on your behalf on these priorities and would strongly 

encourage all residents to lobby for solutions that work for Cranford. 



 
 

3 BURTON WOLD 

Burton Wold windfarm dominates the landscape 

around Cranford and we are seeking your support to 

deal with the more annoying consequences of the 

movement of the blades.  

Many residents’ homes are directly affected by turbine shadow flicker as they 

turn.  This can also affect residents’ television reception, and particularly in low 

winter afternoon light conditions can result in a disturbing shadow flicker 

pattern over residents’ gardens and rooms.  We are looking for residents to  

record and monitor this disturbance, report this to KBC/Environmental Health 

so a case is built to have the offending turbines turned off for limited periods 

to avoid this problem. This type of community action has been effective in 

other villages. 

Finally after 15 months sustained effort by Brian Duffy and our former parish 

clerk Peter Quincy, assisted and in close collaboration with Burton Latimer 

Town Council, and in particular Fergus MacDonald (Borough Councillor KBC), 

and concluded by Joy and new parish councillor Peter,  we managed finally to 

secure the wind farm community funding for direct use in our village 

community. The money is now lodged with the Northamptonshire Community 

Fund, who will operate the fund and advise residents on how to secure funding 

from this and other funding streams. We have an initial lump sum of £ 33 000, 

and £ 7 000 per year for the next 10 years, and so it is up to village 

organisations to make inquiries and bids for projects.  

Funding has been available since January 2016, and can be applied for on a 

monthly cycle 

 

All applications need to be made on line at  http://www.ncf.uk.com/Grants 

 

 

http://www.ncf.uk.com/Grants


 
 

4 VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS 

November 2015 saw our annual walkabout with Mr. Harker 

our County Councillor and Mr. Rowley our Borough 

Councillor, and other local NCC and KBC representatives. As 

usual we presented our list of local concerns, from 

sponsorship of the High Street traffic calming, to important 

and long overdue issues of poor road maintenance and surface flooding/mud 

at Stanbridge Hill, and surface flooding along Cranford Road.  

We await a full response to our initial document, and encouragingly would 

appear to have support of the local authorities who need to allocate monies 

to these projects. 

Planning, costing and permissions have been completed for improving parking 

outside the Village Hall. Funding now needs to be accessed for this.  

We have plans in place for reducing the verge width to accommodate vehicles 

safely, and provide better road width/sighting for all road users.  This work will 

also reduce the erosion of the verge and blockage of road drains leading 

surface water across the Grafton Road. We hope to extend this to priority road 

signage on the Grafton Road Bridge.  

According to our latest information, the SITA (now SUEZ) Landfill site has 

started on its final cell-8. It is envisaged that this site will close in the coming 

few years, bringing to an end many decades of operation as both a Landfill site 

and ironstone quarry.  The council will lobby for some environmental planting 

and restoration of our new hill to the south, or indeed newly created public 

access as is granted elsewhere in the country. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

5 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 

In recent discussion with Cranford Estate 

Management, the parish council believes it has 

achieved a better solution to tree planting along the 

Grafton Road, moving trees back in line with the hedge and avoiding site line 

problems along the Grafton Road. With the support of the Estate, and parish 

council monies, we will improve tree landscaping along Grafton Road, and 

model to Kettering East our commitment to developing the local landscape. 

In preparation for the Queen’s birthday, and following discussions with Brian 

Keech who has developed a good relationship with KBC, we have negotiated a 

series of works designed to tidy up the local environment.   

These include removing old and disused signs, straightening direction posts, 

cleaning signs and verge clearance in parts of the village.   

This work will not impact on our limited budget.   

Brian’s weekly litter pick is a key part of the work of a group of people who 

regularly collect rubbish around the village.  The council would like to place on 

record its gratitude for the community work and encourage other residents to 

contribute. In the recent village sweep with 20 volunteers working over three 

days, a record pile of rubbish was collected.  Thanks to the volunteers for their 

hard work. 

Whilst this report may appear to be long, it is only a snapshot of the work done 

by Parish Council representatives. It describes the challenges we face as a 

village and the dogged determination of this council to address them.    

Finally I would like to thank the team of Councillors with which I work, and the 

many other community individuals who contribute to our work.  I ask that 

residents continue to support us as we work on your behalf. 

S.A Pickard 

Chair Cranford Parish Council 2015 to 2016. 


