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Aims of the Parish Council 

To be a strong voice for residents and local businesses in Cranford, working to 

improve the overall village area, both built and natural. 

To provide effective and accountable local government for the parish enabling 

residents to be involved in the life of the community and its future 

development 

All the Parish Councillors are elected members who give their time freely for 

the Community 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

7pm Wednesday 8th May 2019 

All residents are welcome to attend this meeting at  

Cranford Memorial Hall 

-where we hope that organisations within the village 

will report on their activities during the year.  

Followed by the  

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

 

 



 
 

1 MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Residents, 

Under normal circumstances May 2019 would mark the end of this elected 

Parish Council, due to the imminent replacement of Northamptonshire County 

Council with two new Unitary Authorities, the elections for these new bodies 

and that of the Parish Council have been delayed to May 2020. This situation 

is far from ideal, though it does give time for more residents to become 

involved in the work of the Parish Council, and hopefully provide prospective 

new candidates for a contested election in 2020. It is against this background 

of County Council cutbacks and administrative changes, that Parish Council 

work, difficult at the best of times, must be evaluated. 

Through the constant and repetitive reporting of maintenance requirements 

and lobbying of key statutory agencies, the Parish Council has been successful 

in maintaining local infrastructure to a ‘reasonable’ standard. Our efficient and 

highly effective Parish Clerk is kept busy both by the reporting and following 

up of notified maintenance issues. With regards to fly tipping, Kettering 

Borough Council has proved most helpful, and responds quickly to reported 

‘fly tipping events’, and is seeking to find the responsible agents of this public 

nuisance. 

Prudent use of our resources and work voluntarily undertaken by residents 

and Parish Council members, has meant that many local maintenance issues 

have been tackled, at no financial cost to the Parish Council/residents. One 

model of Northamptonshires new future is for more work to be delegated to 

local communities and Parish Councils, though without the allocation of 

finance and resources this will have its limits. Whilst it is commendable we 

have so many residents who are willing to give their time to litter picking and 

small-scale maintenance projects, this goodwill can be stretched, especially 

when it being directed at essential and routine maintenance, which 

increasingly the local authority is failing to undertake due to financial 

constraints. I would also advise caution to residents undertaking work on the 

Highway, essential maintenance does need to be done by the County 

Engineers in a safe and controlled manner. If residents detect a note of 

frustration in these comments, it is in no least to the amount of time 



 
 

/resources we as a Parish Council commit to making our community 

infrastructure fit for purpose. 

The current Parish Council is proactive in seeking solutions to these problems, 

but its resources are limited, and it is increasingly finding it difficult to fill the 

gaps. Despite the above funding issues at County level, the Village Precept will 

remain the same as last year. Our Parish Council funds remain robust and are 

allocated to finance the projects we would like to fund in the coming year. 

The Parish Council is pleased to report the completion of two major capital 

projects, both financed through outside funding, the completion of The Village 

Traffic Calming Project, and installation of five metal kissing gates between 

Duck End and Twywell Hills and Dales. The Parish Council hope folks will 

appreciate these projects, which takes a significant amount of time in terms of 

overcoming planning hurdles and seeking the necessary funding. These are 

positive investments in our local community in a highly cost- effective manner, 

at a time of general cutbacks, and will yield benefits both now and for many 

years to come.  

Finally, I would like to offer my thanks to my colleagues on the Parish Council 

for their help and support over the past year, and for the positive comments 

of residents who serve to encourage us in our work.  For much of the last year, 

we have operated with two unfilled posts, which has added to our workload.  

I am, however, pleased to report the recruitment of two new Councillors in 

late autumn 2018, Julie Auld and Gavin Maxwell, so bringing the Parish Council 

to full complement again. I would like to commend the work of Joy Beeby, who 

has now ‘retired’ from her parish Council duties, though she still takes an active 

interest in the work of the Parish Council. Joy’s contribution to the work of the 

Parish Council, involved a detailed and valuable knowledge of the Village, as 

well as dedication and a close attention to detail. Joys service to this 

Community is valued by the Parish Council, and not least I, who have learnt 

much about the village, and benefitted from her carefully considered advice 

and energetic support. 

 

S.A Pickard     Chairman                            Cranford Parish Council April 2019 



 
 

2  PURCHASES  

 

Through an application to the Northamptonshire 

Community Fund Project, and so accessing monies 

banked from the Wind Turbines operating in our Parish, 

we secure funding for the installation of five metal 

kissing gates on the public footpath between Duck End 

and Twywell Holes and Dales. This complemented the £900.00 secured by 

our County Councillor, Victoria Perry, prior to NCC falling into ‘special 

financial measures’ These gates replace old stiles and improved footpath 

access at Duck End which previously required the difficult opening of large 

farm gates. This positive improvement, designed to improve access for all 

footpath users, be they two or four legged, has been fully supported by the 

landowner, who fully appreciates the value of this well used path. The project 

remains to be completed in late Spring 2019, with ‘road stone’ to improve 

the path surface adjacent to the cattle barns and sewage works.  

 

 

3 VILLAGE MAINTENANCE  

Path spraying, and hedge maintenance continues as part of 

planned Parish Council work. With the help of another local 

resident we have now established a database, which 

identifies all the road signs and grass areas which need to 

be maintained, allowing us to ‘tender contracts’ in a cost effective and 

accurate manner. Our formal care and gardening program for Jubilee 

Gardens continues and is now yielding results as this area is kept weed free. 

The Millennium Bridge has also been re-painted, as part of our environment 

improvement program, which aims to tackle small scale local maintenance 

issues otherwise neglected by County and Borough Council agencies. 

 



 
 

An almost monthly inventory of repairs to roads, and drains is submitted by 

the Parish Clerk to the ‘Fixmystreet’- (formally Street Doctor) We would 

encourage residents to both contact our Parish Clerk with maintenance 

issues, as well as reporting it themselves. We monitor the drains and lighting 

around the village on an ongoing basis, and by comparison to many local 

villages, our drains are in good repair, though once again need clearing as 

heavy rain erodes roadside verges damaged in some cases by parked cars. 

The Thrapston Road repair is always high on our agenda, and we have 

approached the respective authorities to record our concern for it 

increasingly poor state of repair. Extensive ‘patching’ has been undertaken 

during 2018 and 2019, delaying the inevitable need for the replacement of a 

worn-out road surface. 

4  TRAFFIC CALMING        

 

A balance of £ 2000.00 was outstanding after the 

completion of £63 000 of traffic calming works in 

Cranford High Street in winter 2018. This money, 

which we had managed to secure far earlier than 

envisaged, had to be directed at traffic calming works, and so has funded the 

village gates located on the Cranford and Thrapston Roads, with The Parish 

Council contributing the balance of circa £800.00, to secure the project’s 

completion. We hope to extend ‘village gates’ to the Grafton Road entry 

point at the top of Rectory Hill and see this completed in the summer of 2019 

STOP PRESS  April 9th All being well, and subject to final confirmation, KBC has 

sanctioned £5000.00 of remedial work, to deal with the historic 

drainage/surface water problem in Cranford High Street outside the bus 

shelter, made worse by traffic calming measures designed to improve 

pedestrian safely/access across the High Street ( 

 



 
 

5 PROJECTS FOR THE COMING YEAR  

To mark the centenary of the formal end of the Great 

War in 1919, we would like to plant at least eight trees to 

commemorate the war dead from both the First and 

Second World War from the village. Though formal 

confirmation has still to be made, we have two locations 

in an advanced state of discussion, and as is appropriate, one location is in St 

Andrews and the other in St Johns. We hope to plant Beech trees which seem 

to grow well in the village, and Flowering Cherry trees. Both proposed 

locations are safe locations that should allow easy maintenance and 

participation by community members.  

In addition, the council will be installing a ‘Memorial bench’ on the Village 

Hall grounds, as a fitting tribute to the fallen. 

The completion of the Duck End Path project, and the completion of other 

minor path and maintenance projects, we hope will be a fitting conclusion to 

this term of the Parish Council and allow us to hand over the Parish Council in 

a fit and financially robust state, for what we hope may well be a new cohort 

of Parish Councillors in 2020. 

6  ‘HANWOOD PARK’  

Hanwood Park/Kettering East project continues to 

progress. Cranford Chase will see rapid development 

this year, with Persimmon hoping to have 10 houses 

completed for sale this summer. Road access off Warkton Lane /Barton Road 

is under construction, and completion of a new junction should be by the end 

of this year. Residents will be inconvenienced by a 16 -week road closure of 

The Cranford Road between April and August 2019, as draining works are 

undertaken and modification to the Barton/Cranford Road junctions are 

made. Through the active lobbying of residents, Cranford Parish Council, 

Borough Councillor, Evening Telegraph and not least the intervention of KBC 

following the quarterly Kettering East Liaison Meeting in March 2019, 

changes to the road diversions alterations have been made ( 9th April 2019). 



 
 

Cranford Road will remain closed to vehicular traffic for the full 18 weeks, 

however, footpath andcycle access will be maintained, as the works are 

‘bored’ under the roadway, so maintaining pedestrian access, vital for 

Cranford Road Residents and other road users. 

We have also lobbied successfully, we hope, for road signs depicting Cranford 

Chase to be removed at Junction 11 and have assurances that Kettering East 

construction traffic should not be routed via the Village High Street. Phase 

one of Kettering East which is due to build 1500 homes, is due to be 

completed by 2024, residents will not see rapid changes, but continued road 

disruption for the foreseeable future. The Parish Council will continue to 

monitor and represent residents’ views and concerns to both Kettering 

Borough Council and Developers at the Kettering East Liaison Forum, and 

through the Planning Process. 

7 OTHER NEWS  

 

The administrative future of the Cranford Road residents and Village is now 

under active scrutiny, as part of a broader review of local government in 

Kettering, and the development of housing along the Cranford Road. It is 

recommended in the Boundary Commission report that Cranford Road 

residents become part of the new Hanwood Park Development, and the old 

Cranford Road/Village Parish of Cranford be reduced in size. The Village 

Boundary will be located on the line of the Alledge Brook as it turns 

northwards towards Grafton Underwood, north of the Cranford Road.  In 

effect, The Parish of Cranford will be located east of The Alledge Brook and 

be substantially smaller. This will reflect the new ‘geography’ of housing with 

regards the urban extension of Kettering, and the need for Parish boundaries 

to reflect the new population distribution and needs of local government. 

Consultation on this matter should take place in the coming months 

providing no other ‘electoral’ events take place. 

 


