
 
 

 
Cranford Parish Council  

Annual Report 2017 
 

Chair                Stephen Pickard  01536 330534 

Councillors Joy Beeby   01536 330787 

  Huw Boyt   01536 330361 

  Mo Cerrone   01536 330522 

  Rex Moore   01536 723685 

  Jonathan West   01536 330610  

  Vacancy 

 

Clerk              Claire Tilley 
         59 Carter Avenue 

                       Broughton 
                       NN14 1LY            
                       01536 791893 
                       cranfordparish@gmail.com 

Website       www.cranfordparishcouncil.com 

mailto:cranfordparish@gmail.com


 
 

 

Aims of the Parish Council 

To be a strong voice for residents and local businesses in Cranford, working to 

improve the overall village area, both built and natural. 

To provide effective and accountable local government for the parish enabling 

residents to be involved in the life of the community and its future 

development 

All the Parish Councillors are elected members who give their time freely for 

the Community 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

7pm Wednesday 9th May 2017 

All residents are welcome to attend this meeting at  

Cranford Memorial Hall 

-where we hope that organisations within the village 

will report on their activities during the year.  

Followed by the  

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

 

 



 
 

1 MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Residents, 

With one year remaining of the current elected Parish Council and with 

Elections due in May 2019, I am pleased to finally report the completion of 

various long-term projects,which have been the culmination of years of patient 

and determined lobbying. Details to follow, but I highlight the completion of 

the traffic calming project in the High Street of Cranford St Johns, and the 

installation of two defibrillators. 

The everyday working of the Parish Council has continued with varied planning 

applications and maintenance work around the village. The report lists for road 

repairs continues to grow daily, (February amounted to 11 separate locations)  

not helped by increased traffic volumes, the weather and the parlous state of 

Northamptonshire County Councils finances which has reached national media 

attention, and which is unlikely to improve in the near future. As a Parish 

Council we have tried to fill the gaps in maintenance work vacated by NCC, but 

there are limits to well intention voluntary work, as well as practical safety 

issues in cleaning out drains and roadside gutters by Parish Council members 

We hope that residents of Cranford again will have a choice of candidates in 

the 2019 elections, as this is both democratic and gives validity to the elected 

Parish Council. So, this is an appeal to residents to come forward and consider 

serving as an elected member of Cranford. Serving as a Parish Councillor is an 

interesting role, and whilst we cannot fix everything, as illustrated above, real 

progress can be made on behalf of residents. 

Finally, I would like to offer my thanks to my colleagues on the Parish Council 

for their help and support, and thank Peter Maddison for his work on the 

Parish Council, whose vacancy is presently unfilled. I would also like to thank 

the residents for their support, whom we try to keep informed as best as we 

can of developments in the village, and from whom we gather much informed 

comment, and which allows us to seek solutions to pressing issues. 

S.A Pickard     Chairman                            Cranford Parish Council April 2018 



 
 

2  PURCHASES  

The Defibrillator purchased by the Parish Council was 

installed outside the Village Hall in May 2017, with free 

training conducted in June. We were pleased by the 

number of residents who attended the informal hour-

long training event, who were re assured that using the 

defibrillator is easy to use, and will ‘talk you through’ any 

action you need to take. We hope that the Defibrillator need not be used, but 

is there for any member of the community to use.  A second free training 

session will be organised, which we hope residents of all ages will attend. 

Having applied successfully for Lottery Funding to cover both cost and 

installation, we have purchased a second Defibrillator. This has been installed 

in the Red Telephone box in the High Street which was ‘gifted’ to the Parish 

Council by two residents of Orchard Fields. It was also voluntarily renovated/re 

painting by a High Street Resident, thus allowing a new use for telephone kiosk, 

whilst preserving its role as part of the traditional street scene. We thank all 

three residents involved for their generosity.  

Signage for the high-level path in Grafton Road was gifted by the son of a Parish 

Councillor, who also did external signage for the Defibrillator outside the 

Village Hall at cost. Whilst this generous work is most appreciated and cost 

effective for the Parish Council, it must not be taken for granted by residents, 

or seen as a long -term solution to offset Local Authority expenditure cut backs 

to essential services.        

3 VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS  

A High Street resident restored and re painted the ‘bus’ 

bench on the north side of the High Street. We were also 

grateful that our ‘painting’ volunteer also quickly painted 

over the graffiti which appeared in the High Street bus 

shelter. An additional  resident very kindly replaced their ‘family memorial seat’ 

on The Green. Such positive action has always been part of a Village 

Community, and allows our limited Parish Funds to tackle other issues. 



 
 

Path spraying and hedge maintenance continues as part of planned Parish 

Council work. We now have a formal maintenance programme for Jubilee 

Gardens. Jubilee Bridge has been re-painted, and we hope to tackle the 

Millennium Bridge soon. After much careful discussion and observation, the 

diseased Horse Chestnut was felled on The Green by NCC, at no cost to the 

Parish Council. Following further discussions with Cranford Estate, we are 

pleased to report additional tree planting both on the western and eastern 

side of Grafton Road, which should improve the entry vista into the village 

from this direction 

An almost monthly inventory of repairs to roads and drains is submitted by the 

Parish Clerk to the ‘Street Doctor’, who anybody can contact. Indeed, the 

greater number of notices by residents helps to confirm the repair need. We 

monitor the drains and lighting around the village on an ongoing basis, and by 

comparison to many local villages, our drains are in good repair. The Thrapston 

Road repair and mud problem is high on our agenda, and we have approached 

the respective authorities to record our concern for it increasingly poor state 

of repair. Extensive ‘patching’ was undertaken in May 2017, but total 

resurfacing is needed to accommodate traffic levels, and let’s hope in 2018 

some budget allocation will be made towards this project. Constant reporting 

of the same issue and monitoring its deterioration is not a good use of limited 

Parish Council resources. 

 Thanks also to those folks which continue to pick litter around the village, 

and network which still has scope to expand, and apparently a new activity of 

‘plogging’ has developed, which combines jogging with some litter picking! 

Residents often ask about the fallen wall in St Andrews Lane- which is listed. 

This has been deemed safe by KBC, and are now waiting for the Estate to 

repair it, so the matter is out of the Parish Councils hands 

And finally, to re assure folks who might be concerned that cleaning the 

pavement of vegetation or spreading road salt, and clearing snow might 

cause you legal liability, then this is most unlikely to be the case, ‘as your 

intention to is do public good, and that individuals do have responsibility for 

their own welfare, as in using frozen paths’. The road salt is there for public 

use. 



 
 

4 HIGH ST TRAFFIC CALMING        

After seven years of lobbying, and crucial support by 

both our Borough and County Councillors, we 

secured access to the £ 65 000 allocated to traffic 

calming in Cranford within the S106 Kettering East 

Project. This money secured in the first rather than 

third phase of Kettering East, following the 

completion of the first houses along Warkton Lane, has allowed the limited 

traffic calming we now see in the High Street.  

The scheme cost £63 000, with the remaining £2 000 now secured to provide 

‘village gates’ as an entry feature. We are aware of the accidents that occurred 

within days of its completion, and this has informed NCC Highways engineering 

assessment of the scheme. Remedial action will improve signage to the 

scheme entering from the west, and deal with other engineering issues. The 

scheme is designed to work best when traffic levels are high, and has helped 

reduce speeds within the High Street, and we hope, make this a less attractive 

route for traffic at peak times. Entry speed into Church Lane has been reduced, 

and pedestrians have a crossing island to the bus shelter. Residents need to 

understand that no matter what scheme is implemented, some drivers will 

continue to speed regardless of road engineering features and hazards, a fact 

noted by the NCC construction team. 

Parking outside the school, High Street, Church Lane and  into the bend of the 

old railway line remains an issue, despite the best efforts of the School and 

Community Police Officers. We asked this to be looked at by NCC Highways, 

and with good fortune we do not have a record of accident at these locations, 

and so do not merit any further traffic measures according to the safety audit, 

and long may that continue. In addition without constant enforcement, we are 

reliant upon parents knowledge of the Highway Code and common sense. 

We have a good working relationship with NCC Highways Officers, who despite 

the constraints placed upon their budgets are both helpful and positive, as well 

as giving good advice. This has yielded improved signage and simplification at 

the Eastern entry into the village, and vegetation clearance on the skewed 

railway bridge. 



 
 

5 PROJECTS FOR THE COMING YEAR  

We are currently in negotiation with NCC Highways about 

village gates to the western and eastern entry points into 

the village, which will use the outstanding £2 000 from 

High Street Traffic Calming, but will require us to use 

Parish Council funds if we are to achieve both entry points. 

NCC agree that on the Eastern approach to the village there is little to denote 

to drivers the presence of a village and school just over the skewed railway 

bridge, and they are working with us to find a cost effective solution that would 

allow both entry points to go ahead at the same time. 

A further £900.00 has been secured via our County Councillor of NCC funding 

for improvements to the footpath from Duck End towards the Twywell Hills 

and Dales, a much -used local path. This will buy two metal ‘kissing gates’, and 

so improve access for walkers with buggies and dogs, and so avoid the need to 

use the double farm gates which some residents find difficult to open/shut. 

This still requires the Landowners permission. We hope to extend the scheme 

across towards Parish Boundary crossing the stream towards Twywell Hills and 

Dales. Having been already in discussion with external funding bodies, we are 

hopeful that we can secure funding through a grant application, safeguarding 

our Parish Council funds. 

To mark the centenary of the end of the First World War we would like to plant 

at least eight trees to commemorate the war dead from both the First and 

Second World War from the village and depicted on various memorials around 

the village. Letters have been sent to two local landowners and residents of 

Top Dysons with our proposals, and we are awaiting comments. If all goes well, 

we might be able to complete this work this year, or hopefully no later than 

the 100 year anniversary of The Armistice in 2019. We hope residents will 

support this as a fitting commemoration to historical events which have 

shaped our country, and be a living memorial for both present and future 

generations. 

 



 
 

6  ‘HANWOOD PARK’  

Hanwood Park is now fully underway, with house 
completions along Warkton Lane having now reached 
108, growing significantly in the coming year. Site 
clearance work is underway at the junction of Warkton 
Lane and Barton Road, and will allow the intended access route to Hayfield 
Lodge Primary School, and the building of another 167 houses. When this 
feeder road is connected to Junction 10, this will provide the access required 
to commence the building of 380 along the Cranford Road. Residents will see 
considerable change in the coming months and years, as well as disruption due 
to road works and increased traffic levels. Construction Traffic shouldn’t be 
routed through the village, and hopefully the traffic calming will also deter this. 
No plans exist at present for the Cranford Turn with Barton Road, a potential 
traffic problem site, where there is little scope for junction development. The 
Primary School will continue to grow, and so once the new feeder road is 
completed, the current temporary access can be closed, and the School can  
have mains electricity, sewage and telecommunication facilities. 

7  OTHER NEWS  

We have once again considered the administrative future of the Cranford Road 
residents and their relationship with new housing associated with Kettering 
East, and are glad to report that no action is required at the moment according 
to Kettering Borough Council 
 
The village precept has been raised this year by £400, however, we hope that 
residents understand that this is the first time we have raised the precept, 
having made cuts to our budget, and been proactive in providing services  
through funding applications and goodwill actions. We remain one of the 
lowest spending Parish Councils according to size, and do not see it as our role 
to offset Local Authority budgets by raising our precept demand. How long this 
can continue remains to be seen. 
 
The Parish Poor Law fund has now been closed, and the ring fenced monies 

allocated to Cranford Memorial Hall, for their proposed Village Hall 

improvement scheme, shortly to be announced 


